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 Namibian Dairy Industry knocks on government door 

 FA and other news 

 

Beef value chain study results in 

The Livestock Producers Organisation (LPO) in collaboration with Namib MIlls undertook a study to 

understand the Namibian export value chain of beef. Namibia benefits from the best paid beef markets in 

the world but the weaner calf export value chain attracts more competitive prices and therefore 

automatically results in attracting more beef. 

 

The study was done by a group of independent experts with Windhoek Consulting Engineers (WCE) 

heading the research. The study sought answers on what the selling price of Namibian beef in 

international markets is, what the operating costs of a beef export abattoir should be and if a Namibian 

beef export abattoir can be operated competitively in an unregulated environment. 

 

The LPO and Namib Mills had an online meeting with the Minister of Agriculture, Water and Land 

Reform, Mr Calle Schlettwein, on 7 October to share the results of the study with him. From the 

beginning the LPO confirmed that they support the Minister’s vision that agriculture offers the best 

opportunities to recover the Namibian economy and create employment to ensure food security. To reach 

this, the livestock sector is essential and certain critical factors are needed to bring about this growth.  

 

The study showed that it is important that the livestock and beef export markets must be in balance to 

ensure a sustainable fair price for producers. The study further showed that the beef export market can 

pay a premium price to producers in an unregulated competitive market and thus automatically attract 

more beef for slaughter purposes to this value chain. 

 



An urgent dialogue, led by the minister, with all stakeholders is necessary to find solutions to ensure that 

the complete value chain for beef exports may be competitive in an unregulated market. This meeting will 

take place before the end of 2020. 

 

Namibian dairy industry knocks on government door 

Representatives of the dairy industry held an online meeting with Mr Calle Schlettwein, Minister of 

Agriculture, Water and Land Reform, to discuss the difficulties faced by the producers and possible ways 

to safeguard the industry.  

Short and long-term options were discussed, focused on the regeneration and sustainability of the dairy 

industry. Mr Schlettwein expressed his concern and indicated that the dairy sector is unable to stand 

independently. To safeguard the dairy industry, protection through government support is essential.  

A task team comprising of stakeholders will research the proposed measures and will present a 

comprehensive report to the Minister for consideration. 

The dairy industry has been in the midst of a serious crisis for years, caused by amongst other things 

cheap imports of dairy products, increased feed costs, recurring droughts that affected the water levels at 

the Hardap Dam, and the associated poor economic situation. Evidently, the crisis is out of control and the 

possibility of the dairy industry facing total extinction is a reality. 

 

Feedmaster animal nutrition and maintenance programs 

Feedmaster invites producers to send their current animal nutrition and maintenance programs to 

dkrause@feedmaster.com.na. With the latest feeding and nutritional technology, Feedmaster can provide 

technical advice to make sure producers stay up to date and apply the most accurately compiled feeding 

programs. They will also provide information regarding a healthy rumen and the best possible way to 

optimise grazing/bush feed for increased production and profitability. 

 

FAs and other news 

Summerdown FA  

They will have a meeting on 20  October in the FA Hall. The speakers are Christoph Knye, Anke Metzger 

en Hanlie Winterbach. For more information contact Rienie du Plessis at 062 561621 or 

summerdownbv@gmail.com.  

Western Khomas FA  

They will have a meeting on 21 October at 14:00 in the FA Hall at Harmonie. For more information 

contact Mrs Amanda Greeff at 081 259 6108 or luanda@iway.na 
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Agra ProVision courses 

DATE TOPIC VENUE COST 

13-14 October Applied Animal Health (Session 1) Windhoek N$2 750 

13-14 October Horticulture Windhoek N$2 750 

15-16 October Hydroponics & aquaponics Windhoek N$2 750 

19-21 October Intensive poultry production Windhoek N$3 200 

20-21 October Pasture Management Windhoek N$2 750 

22-23 October Farm Infrastructure Windhoek N$2 750 

 

For more information contact Agra ProVision at 061 290 9208 or apvtraining@agra.com.na 

 

Channel 7 

Saturday morning at 06:00 on Landbou Joernaal: 

• Landbouweekblad’s Liza Bohlmann talks about the future of grain in South Africa. 
• Other topics include animal feed in feedlots vs the farm, regenerative farming and internal and 

external parasites in cattle. 

 

A re-broadcast of Saturday’s Landbou Joernaal takes place on Wednesday evenings from 20:00. Channel 

7 can also be heard on their website at www.k7.com.na or on their cell phone app or on DSTV Audio 

Channel 825. Listeners who prefer to listen to Dstv can tune in on 825. Enquiries and requests can be sent 

via SMS to1023 with the code landbou. 

 
 

Thought for the week 
Don’t think that money does everything or you are going to end up doing everything for money. 

Voltaire 
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